SAVING SEAFOOD
N CcCOALITION

FOR FISHING COMMUNITIES

September 14, 2021

The Honorable Jared Huffman The Honorable Cliff Bentz

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and
Wildlife Wildlife

Committee on Natural Resources Committee on Natural Resources

1324 Longworth House Office Building 1329 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Huffman and Ranking Member Bentz:

We sincerely thank the Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife for hosting a legislative
hearing on July 27" and including substantive discussion of H.R. 3075, the Illegal Fishing and
Forced Labor Prevention Act.

We are writing in support of the position expressed by Janet Coit, the recently confirmed
Assistant Administrator for NOAA Fisheries, on Section 501 of that legislation which would
require that Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) be used to track fishing activity, and be
extended to operations in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the United States and on the
high seas, who stated in her written testimony that:

“[Section 501 of H.R. 3075]is duplicative of existing Vessel Monitoring System (VMS)
requirements since it would require those vessels already equipped with VMS to carry
AIS without significant benefits. AIS is primarily a collision avoidance system, but VMS
are more effective for tracking fishing vessel movement and effort, are less susceptible to
tampering, and have better tools for two-way communications with vessels.”

Conversely, we were concerned by the viewpoint expressed by Rep. Ed Case [D-HI], a
cosponsor of the bill, that no one "fishing in [United States] waters has an inherent right to
privacy" and that VMS data should not be considered proprietary. That viewpoint is contrary to
twenty-seven years of agency policy set forth by NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which
created a strict regime of controls to protect the privacy of data collected by the agency for
purposes including the regulation and conservation of our fisheries.
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Consistent with Assistant Administrator Coit’s testimony, and previous NOAA policy, we ask
you and your colleagues on the Committee to consider the following points with regards to

Section 501 of H.R. 3075:

e AIS is not superior to VMS for tracking fishing vessel activity.
e AIS uses VHF radio signals that can be intercepted and spoofed.
e VMS is based on secured end to end transmissions and used by federal govt (USCG,

NOAA OLE) to track fishing vessels.

e AIS coverage should not be extended to EEZ and high seas. AIS is open source and can

be seen by competitors.

e AIS' main function should remain for vessel safety and required to be on only when

within 12 nm from shore.

We look forward to hearing from you as we work together to protect our oceans and prevent
abhorrent labor practices and illegal fishing practices.

Terry Alexander
F/V Jocka
Jordan Lynn, Inc.
Boston, MA

Peter Anthony
Nordic Fisheries

New Bedford, MA

Billy Archer

Captain Tiny Charters Inc.

Panama City, FL

Dave Aripotch

F/V Caitlin & Mairead
Old Squaw Fisheries, Inc.
Montauk, NY

Norman Barbre
F/V Linda Lu
Los Osos, CA

Eugene Bergson

Blue Harvest Fisheries, LLC

New Bedford, MA

Sincerely,

David Bitts
F/V Elmarue
McKinleyville, CA

Brent Bixler
F/V Royal Dawn, LLC
Santa Barbara, CA

Andrew Bornstein
Bornstein Seafoods, Inc.
Astoria, OR

Bonnie Brady

Long Island Commercial Fishing
Association

Montauk, NY

Alexander Brewster
Perseverance Fisheries
Westport, MA

James Budi
American Sword and Tuna Harvesters
Beaufort, SC
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John Carpenter
All Lynn, LLC
Marmora, NJ

Barry Cohen
Atlantic Capes Fisheries, Inc.
Cape May, NJ

Larry Collins

F/V Autumn Gale

San Francisco Community Fishing
Association

San Francisco, CA

Nick Colazas
F/V Ashlyn-D
Eureka, CA

Thomas Dameron
Surfside Foods, LLC
Port Norris, NJ

Keith Decker
Blue Harvest Fisheries, LLC
New Bedford, MA

Mitchell Differding

Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.

Eureka, CA

Kevin Dunn
F/V Iron Lady
South Bend, WA

Jay Elsner
Mirage Fishing, LLC
New Bedford, MA

Kurt Englund

Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.

Astoria, OR

Armando Estudante
F/V Endurance

Sai Fisheries, Inc.
New Bedford, MA

Nick Faulkingham
F/V Lady Lil
Jonesport, ME

Dean Fleck
Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.
Newport, OR

Mark Fleck
Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.
Charleston, OR

John Ford
Salmon Slingers/Wild Alaska Fish Market
San Diego, CA

Scott Forsmark
Forsmark Fisheries, LLC
Carmel, CA

Paul Foster
Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.
Westport, WA

Daniel Fraser
F/V Endeavor
Brookings, OR

Darren Freels
Bornstein Seafood
Astoria, OR

James Gerritsen
F/V Piky
Bonita, CA

Bruce Gridley
Gridley Lobster
Portland, ME

John Harder
Ocean Joy
Port Angeles, WA
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David Haworth
Haworth Fishing
San Diego, CA

Chris Hegnes

Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.

Crescent City, OR

Wayne Heikkila
Western Fishboat Owners Association
Redding, CA

David Helliwell
F/V Corregidor
Kneeland, CA

Tony Homen
Interceptor Fishing, LLC
New Bedford, MA

Travis Hunter
Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Eureka, CA

Stefan Iankov
Black Sea Fisheries, Inc.
Kodiak, AK

Stoian Iankov
Black Sea Fisheries, Inc.
Camas, WA

Robert Ingalls
Owner-Operator
Bucks Harbor, ME

Lorraine Ireland
Sharon Nicole, LLC
Aurora, NC

Michael Ireland
Misty Seas, Inc.
Aurora, NC

Todd Jesse
F/V Voyager
Plymouth, MA

Charles Johnson
C W Johnson, Inc.
Harpswell, ME

David Jordan
Jordan Fisheries
Garibaldi, OR

John Kahle
Surfside Foods
Port Norris, NJ

Lawrence Kavanagh
Kavanagh Fisheries
K&K Fishing Corp.
New Bedford, MA

David Krebs
Ariel Seafoods Inc.
Destin, FL

Nick Krieger
Bolinas Surf and Fish
Bolinas, CA

John La Grange
Transworld Marine, Inc.
Solana Beach, CA

Meghan Lapp
Seafreeze Shoreside and Seafreeze Ltd.
Narragansett, RI

Thomas Libby
Whitewolf Enterprises
Spokane, WA

Joseph Locurto
F/V Jasmine Marie
Steuben, ME
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Heather Mann
Midwater Trawlers Cooperative
Newport, OR

Kevin Marks
F/V Miss Abby
Yakima, WA

Sam Martin
Fishing Vessel Enterprises, Inc.
Cape May, NJ

Phil Mason
Mapo Fish Company
Marshfield, MA

Gregory Mataronas
Sakonnet Point Fisheries, LLC
Little Compton, RI

Greg Matthews
Englund Marine & Industrial Supply Co.
Astoria, OR

Richard Mayer
Marcus Food Co., Fisheries Division
East Hampton, CT

Thomas McCray
Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing
Moss Landing, CA

William McHenry
McHenry Fisheries
San Gregorio, CA

Skip McMaster
Banjo Fishing, Inc.
McKinleyville, CA

Tom McNulty
F/V Redemption
Cape May Court House, NJ

Kenneth Melanson
Northern Wind Seafood
New Bedford, MA

Mike Merrifield
Cape Canaveral Shrimp Co.
Titusville, FL

Tyler Miranda
Mass Fishing Corp
New Bedford, MA

Matthew Moraisey
Norcon Fisheries
Jonesport, ME

Gary Motsinger
Kilchis Fisheries
Nehalem, OR

Kenneth Nakazawa
F/V Ikura
Port Orford, OR

Richard Nehmer
FV Resolution, LLC
Smith River, CA

Robert Newberry
Delmarva Fisheries Association, Inc.
Chestertown, MD

Carl Nish
Lydorein
San Diego, CA

Brian Nolte
Dynamik Fisheries
Brookings, OR

Northeast Fishery Sector X
Dartmouth, MA

Northeast Fishery Sector XIII
Dartmouth, MA
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Yelena Nowak
Oregon Trawl Commission
Brookings, OR

Brent Paine
United Catcher Boats
Seattle, WA

Don Pemberton
Pemberton Fish
El Granada, CA

Anthony Pettis
Heidi Sue, Inc.
Toledo, OR

Victor Pimilia
F/V Spirit of *76, Inc.
Fort Dick, CA

Ben Platt
California Coast Crab Association
Crescent City, CA

James Polk
F/V Nauti Boy
Machiasport, ME

Timothy Potter
F/V Pacific Pride, Inc.
Crescent City, CA

Ryan Raber
Ocean Spray
Portland, ME

Craig Ramsay
F/V Ole Greeley
Orrs Island, ME

Wayne Reichle
Lund’s Fisheries, Inc.
Cape May, NJ

Mike Retherford

F/V Excalibur, F/V Winona J, F/V Mandy J

Newport, OR

Steve Rittenberg
F/V Nicole Marie
Astoria, OR

Blaine Rodgers
F/V Barbara Marie
Reno, NV

Patrick Roelle
Fishpatrick’s Specialty Canned Tuna
Reedsport, OR

Paul Rogalli
JPR Group
Staten Island, NY

James Sawyer
TMT Clam Dredgers
Atlantic City, NJ

Chris Shriver
Galilean Seafoods, Inc.
Bristol, RI

Chris Scola
CS Fisheries
East Hampton, NY

James Seitz
North Bay Fisheries, Inc.
Grays River, WA

Guy Simmons
Sea Watch International
Easton, MD

Randy Smith

F/V Mistakes
Stance Ent. Inc.
Crescent City, CA

1518 K St NW e Suite 303 ¢ Washington, DC 20005 ¢ www.SavingSeafood.org e 202-595-1212



Larry Standley
Silver C, LLC
Coos Bay, OR

Lori Steele

West Coast Seafood Processors Association

Portland, OR

Zachary Storer
Miss Shauna Fishing
New Bedford, MA

David Sutherland
Hardcore Logistics
Queenstown, MD

Robert Swanson
Jennifer Lee Inc.
Petersburg, AK

Timothy Thomas
American Albacore Fishing Association
Chiloquin, OR

Laurilee Thompson
Dixie Crossroads Seafood Restaurant
Titusville, FL

Ann Timmer
F/V Donita, LLC
Crescent City, CA

Annie Tselikis
Maine Lobster Dealers’ Association
South Portland, ME

David Wallace
Wallace & Associates
Cambridge, MD

William Wasilewski
Wilfisheries, Inc.
Barnegat Light, NJ

Paul Weckesser
Settler Fishing, LLC
New Bedford, MA

Shauna Weckesser
Miss Shauna Fishing
New Bedford, MA

Brent Winfield
Wnfld Fisheries, Inc.
North Bend, OR

Michelle Winfield
Wnfld Fisheries, Inc.
North Bend, OR

Justin Yager

F/V Dauntless, F/V Sarah Belle
Yager Fisheries

Newport, OR

Andrew Young
Young Family Fisheries
Cape May Court House, NJ

Bob Zales

National Association of Charterboat
Operators

Southern Offshore Fishing Association
Panama City, FL

CC: The Honorable Raul Grijalva, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources
The Honorable Bruce Westerman, Ranking Member, Committee on Natural Resources

The Honorable Nanette Barragan

The Honorable Earl Blumenauer
The Honorable Ed Case

The Honorable Garret Graves
The Honorable Alan Lowenthal
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The Honorable Barry Moore
The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
The Honorable Steven Palazzo
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