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January 23, 2017 

 

Scott Rayder 

Senior Advisor to the President 

University Corporation for Atmospheric Research 

3090 Center Green Drive, Boulder, CO  80301 

 

 

Re:  Commerce Department Appointee; Chris Oliver Should Lead NOAA Fisheries 

 

Dear Mr. Rayder: 

 

I write on behalf of the Pacific Whiting Conservation Cooperative (PWCC) to recommend the 

appointment of Mr. Chris Oliver as the next Assistant Administrator for NOAA Fisheries.  Mr. 

Oliver is also endorsed by fishery participants from across the nation.  This unprecedented level 

of support is embodied in letters submitted by Mr. Daniel Occhipinti of Pacific Seafoods and by 

the Seafood Coalition (both letters enclosed).  Mr. Oliver has over 30 years of experience in one 

of the most vital and valuable fishery regions in our nation.  He possesses a deep understanding 

of the issues and challenges faced by NOAA Fisheries and an unsurpassed level of dedication.  

We recommend Mr. Oliver because of his experience, breadth of knowledge, and commitment to 

achieving sustainable fisheries that provide benefits to the nation and to those who catch, 

process, and supply fish to feed the nation and the world. 

 

The PWCC is a fishing and research cooperative comprised of the three companies that 

participate in the catcher/processor sector of the Pacific whiting fishery.  PWCC member 

companies employ several thousand men and women who rely upon Pacific and North Pacific 

fisheries to support their lives and families.  The sustainability of US fisheries is of paramount 

importance to the PWCC.  It is critical that NOAA Fisheries is led by a highly experienced 

individual, someone knowledgeable about and capable of formulating effective fishery policies. 

 

As highlighted in the Pacific Seafoods’ letter, Mr. Oliver understands the complex regulatory 

framework of US fisheries.  He supports easing regulatory burdens and recognizes the critical 

importance of decentralized fisheries management.  His leadership and guidance of the North 

Pacific Fishery Management Council provides Mr. Oliver significant experience in the 

management of international fisheries.  Mr. Oliver also understands and respects the importance 

of balancing commercial and recreational fishing interests. 
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Finally, and most importantly, Mr. Oliver is clearly committed to the long-term health of our 

nation’s living marine resources and sustainable fisheries management.  For businesses that have 

made long-term investments in these fisheries, there is no higher priority than the maintenance of 

a healthy, sustainable resource.  Mr. Oliver has demonstrated that he shares our commitment to 

this goal.  Therefore, the PWCC urges his appointment to serve as the Assistant Administrator 

for NOAA Fisheries. 

 

The PWCC and its member companies appreciate your consideration of our support for Mr. 

Oliver.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Daniel A. Waldeck 

Executive Director 

 

 

Enclosures 

 

Pacific Seafoods Joint Letter – Commerce Department Appointee Recommendation; 

Chris Oliver for NOAA Fisheries 

 

Seafood Coalition Letter – Commerce Department Appointee Recommendation; Chris 

Oliver for NOAA Fisheries 


















