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Latest Scientific Analysis Supports Increased Atlantic Menhaden Quota 
ASMFC Technical Committee finds zero chance of overfishing at recommended fishing 

levels 
 
WASHINGTON (MFC) – Aug 1, 2016 – An analysis conducted by scientists at the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) finds that the coastwide Atlantic 
menhaden quota can be substantially raised without impacting the sustainability of the 
species. 
 
In a memo by the ASMFC’s Atlantic Menhaden Technical Committee on June 22, the 
Committee described projections it ran using nine different potential quota levels for the 
2017 fishing season. These projections found a 0 percent chance of overfishing 
menhaden in 2017, even when menhaden quota was increased by up to 40 percent. 
Projections were run 1,000 times for each potential quota level to ensure that a full range 
of potential scenarios were accounted for in the estimates. 
 
The Atlantic Menhaden Technical Committee is composed of 21 scientists from 13 states 
along the U.S. Atlantic coast and the National Marine Fisheries Service. The 
Committee’s projections were short-term (2014-2017) to eliminate uncertainty inherent 
in longer-term projections. 
 
The ASMFC will hold its summer meeting August 2-4 in Alexandria, Va., where it will 
discuss, among other topics, Atlantic menhaden, and the possibility of raising its quota 
for 2017. 
 
Atlantic menhaden catch totaled 171,900 mt tons in 2014. The ASMFC set menhaden 
quota at 187,800 mt for 2015 and 2016. 
 
In 2015, the ASMFC’s Atlantic menhaden stock assessment found that the menhaden 
stock was healthy and sustainably managed, with the species neither overfished nor 
experiencing overfishing. It also found that fishing mortality is at an all-time low, and 
that menhaden fecundity (egg production) has been strong in recent years. Based on these 
findings, the ASMFC raised the menhaden quota by 10 percent last year. 



 
Menhaden are used to produce fishmeal, fish oil, and fish solubles due to their high 
concentration of healthy Omega-3 fatty acids. They are also prized for their use as bait in 
other fisheries. 
 
About the Menhaden Fisheries Coalition 
The Menhaden Fisheries Coalition is a collective of menhaden fishermen, related 
businesses, and supporting industries. Comprised of over 30 businesses along the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts, the Menhaden Fisheries Coalition conducts media and public outreach 
on behalf of the menhaden industry to ensure that members of the public, media, and 
government are informed of important issues, events, and facts about the fishery. 


