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June 23, 2016
The Garden State Seafood Association strongly opposes the ‘‘Shark Fin Trade Elimination Act of
2016’’
Finning of sharks (the process of removing fins at sea and discarding the shark) is currently illegal in the
U.S. and Garden State Seafood Association (GSSA) supports that law. The Shark Conservation Act of
2010 (SCA) prohibits any person from removing any of the fins of a shark at sea and discarding its body.
The GSSA supports this law and existing associated exemptions for spiny dogfish and smooth dogfish
sharks.
However, there is a direct federal allowance for the sale and possession of legally-harvested shark fins
regulated and supported by NOAA, the U.S. Congress and the Obama Administration. Any effort to
overturn this allowance at the federal level is simply not based on fact.
The “Shark Fin Trade Elimination Act of 2016” makes it illegal to sell the fins from legally-harvested
shark species, including all large coastal sharks, Threshers and Mako. One result of this requirement may
include the fins of these sharks being removed on shore after harvest and needlessly thrown away.
This legislation represents a shameful waste of food and results in decreased revenues to New Jersey
fishermen and their families. It will harm commercial fisherman, their families, and coastal communities
around the Nation who participate in legal shark fisheries. And since sharks are already sustainably
managed by NOAA, the legislation adds no conservation benefit to shark resources.
U.S. fisheries management has a strong conservation ethic with respect to our shark fisheries. The sharks
we harvest are sustainably managed by NOAA, the meat is consumed throughout the U.S. and around the
world, and the fins associated with these legally-harvested sharks are desired by overseas markets for their
food and cultural significance.
Support U.S. fishermen and U.S fisheries management by OPPOSING the Shark Fin Trade
Elimination Act of 2016
About the Garden State Seafood Association:
The GSSA is comprised of commercial fishermen, shore-based seafood processors, commercial dock
facilities, seafood markets and restaurants, and various NJ-based commercial fishing industry support
businesses. The GSSA membership represents every major port in the State, harvesting approximately
$100 million dollars worth of seafood products annually, supporting 2000 jobs, and contributing
significantly to the coastal economy of the State of New Jersey.

