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Update on NOAA Funding to Support 
Multispecies Fishery Sectors

NOAA Fisheries Service strongly supports sector management.  To 
assist with the change to what will be a new management system 
for many, we are providing financial support, training and technical 
assistance to the fishing industry.  Here are some of our efforts to 
date:

 Î Financed the preparation of each sector’s  National   
  Environmental Policy Act documents through 2011.     
  ($1.0m)

 Î Fully funded sector costs for dockside monitoring in 2010.   
  ($1.2m)

 Î Provided funding for sector start up and operating costs.   
  ($720k)

 Î Supported cooperative research focusing on conservation  
  engineering in 2009 and 2010.  ($12.0m)  

 Î Funded at-sea monitoring for sectors and observer coverage  
  for the entire multispecies fishery. ($12.7m)

 Î Funded electronic monitoring pilot project to test and   
  define video and sensor data collection methodologies for  
  sector fisheries. ($920k)

Additional funds will be allocated to support sectors, but we are fi-
nalizing details as to exactly how funds will be spent. For more infor-
mation on multispecies sector management please visit our website:                                                                                                   
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/sfdmultisector.html    

“Sector: a group of 
persons holding limited 
access vessel permits 
who have voluntarily 
entered into a contract 
and agree to certain 
fishery restrictions for 
a specified period of 
time, and which has 
been granted a TAC(s) 
[total allowable catch] 
in order to achieve 
objectives consistent 
with applicable Fishery 
Management Plan goals 
and objectives.”

New England Fishery 
Management Council,               
Sector Policy, 2008 


