
June 4, 2009 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 
 
Hon John F. Kerry 
218 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senators Kennedy and Kerry: 
  
As you know, the fishing communities of Massachusetts are at a critical juncture.  New regulations and 
economic restructuring hold our livelihoods and the social fabric of our communities at stake.  While we 
are just one component in the overall economy, employment from our economic activities is 
contributing to the national recovery effort.  We, the undersigned, are Massachusetts residents, owners 
or employees of Massachusetts fishery-related companies, or individuals who conduct business in 
Massachusetts ports.  With your help, we can continue to create, retain and protect jobs. 
  
We feel strongly that the new Assistant Administrator for Fisheries must have a proven track record, 
scientific capability, and extensive management experience.  We think it would be ideal if the individual 
is a person capable of taking a fresh approach that balances the prevention of overfishing, the 
maintenance of optimum yield, and the protection of jobs. 
  
We think that Dr. Brian Rothschild is the person who best fits the requirements for this important 
position.  We know you are in a critical position to support Dr. Rothschild’s candidacy.  We hope you 
will help us succeed.  Please let us know how best to proceed.   
 
Respectfully, 
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Captain Ruhle is president of the Commercial Fisherman of America.   
He signs this letter as an individual. 
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Alphabetical List of Signers 
 

Avila, Rodney , President of Trident Fishing Corp 

Barrett, Edward , Owner/Operator of MA Bay Groundfisherman’s Association 

Becica, Kevin , Port Captain, Atlantic Shellfish 

Bendiksen, Hans , Foreman, Reidar’s Manufacturing.  508 999‐4616  

Bendiksen, Jon , Foreman/Manager, Reidar’s Manufacturing.  508 999‐4616  

Bendiksen, Kirsten , Bookkeeper, Reidar’s Manufacturing.  508 999‐4616  

Bless, Andy , Leader of RI Fisherman’s Alliance 

Boehmer, Kris , Partner of Ocean Marine Ins. Agency 

Cabral, Robert , Treasurer of RJR Fisheries 

Canastra, Raymond , President of Boston Seafood Display Auction 

Canastra, Richard , President Whaling City Auction 

Correia, Cheryl A. , President of AJ Scalloping Inc 

Dean, George , MLA 

Didriksen, Harriet A , President of New Bedford Ship Supply Co Inc   508‐994‐2961  

Dutra , Humberto , New Bedford resident 

Eagan , Daniel Jr., Commercial Fisherman, RISA 

Farias, Sarah , Office Member of IMP Fishing Gear. 508‐993‐0010  

Fuentes, Emmanuel , Forklift Operator, IMP Fishing Gear. 508‐993‐0010  

Gamache, Raymond , President of Certified Seafood Inspection 

Gomez, Linda , Assistant Office Manager, IMP Fishing Gear. 508‐993‐0010  

Johannessen, Sigurd W. , President of CC Scalloping Corp., FJ Fisheries Inc., Warrior Fishing Corp., 
Warrior Fuel Corp.   508‐992‐9524 

Joia, Richard M. , Safety Manager of I.M.P. Fishing Gear, LTD.   508‐993‐0010  

King, James , President/Owner of Morie C Lae 

Lawsing, Peter , Captain of Ocean Eco Systems 
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Manley, Tim , Captain of F/V Mary Anne 

Margslis, Micheal , Diver at Extreme Marine Diving 

Marques, Manuel F. , President of Marques Fish 

McCann, William P. , Owner/Fisherman F/V Shamrock 

Mikina, Edie , General Partner of Edie and Marie Boat Settlements 

Mirarchi, Francis J , Owner/Captain of F/V Barbara L. Peters 

Paasche , Ross President, American Scallop Association 

Paleologos, Alex N , Reidar’s Manufacturing.  508 999‐4616  

Rafael, Carlos , President of Carlos Seafood  508‐997‐8971  

Ramsden, Peter B. , President and Owner, M.F. Foley Company (Foley Fish) 

Reardon, John , General Manager of I.M.P. Fishing Gear, LTD. 508‐993‐0010  

Reele, James , President/Owner of Unlimited Diving Technologies,  

Ruhle, James , Owner/Captain of F/V Darana R 

Smith, Kimberly Moses , Attorney, Moses Smith & Markey, LLC    508‐993‐9711 

Tomkiewicz, Tom , Captain/Owner of MLA 

Vinjerud , Lars II, President of Fleet Fisheries   508‐996‐3742 

Weckesser, Paul , Owner of F/V Miss Shaunn, Miss Leslie, Gypsy Woman, Mirage, Miss Lauren 

Williams, Edward , Marine Safety Regulator, IMP Fishing Gear. 508‐993‐0010  

 


